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Cases 941 & 942: Annie and Maria
Born: 1874 & 1879 (living in Woolwich at date of application)
Date of application: 1887
Age: 12 & 7 years old at time of application
This case file relates to two sisters, Annie and Maria. Their mother had died of
consumption [tuberculosis] in March 1884. They lived in one room in a house in
Woolwich with their 12 year old brother and their father who was an "indigent [very
poor] and worthless man" and who was co-habiting with a single woman. The house
was being used as a brothel: two married women, whose husbands were abroad,
were living there and working as prostitutes. The children earned a few pence by
waiting on the prostitutes and running errands for them. They had also worked in this
way for prostitutes who lived in an adjoining house. The children had hardly any
clothing and were in a wretched condition. The night before the application was made
the woman with whom the father was co-habiting had had given birth. Annie and
Maria were the subject of orders made at Woolwich Police Court sending them to the
Certified Industrial School at Hemel Hempstead. This was done because they were
believed to be at risk of moral or physical abuse if they remained where they were.
They were admitted to the Home on 10 March 1887.
On 12 August 1890 Annie was transferred to a Home in Marylebone, London. She
was now old enough to work and she got a job in Dover with children from the Home,
but she was not there long before she left. She probably went to her sister in
Woolwich. The Waifs and Strays Society were concerned about her future and
wanted her to go into domestic service in a respectable house where she would be
working with people who would have a good influence on her. Annie did return to
Marylebone where she was going to be helped to find work, but nothing further
appears in her file until June 1894, when she was twenty years old. She was in a
Female Mission in Greenwich, pregnant and destitute. She did not know the father of
the baby and "her friends were bad". Annie would have to go to the Workhouse
unless other help could be found. The woman who had been living with Annie's
father had just gone into the Workhouse with her children as he had left them: the
workers at the Mission hoped to avoid Annie and her father’s former partner ending
up in the same institution. There was also concern that “it would be the ruin” of Annie
if she went into the Workhouse, but there was little option for a poor, unmarried,
pregnant girl. She needed financial help for any other course of action. As Annie
was now an adult there was little the Waifs and Strays Society could do for her.
Maria remained at the Hemel Hempstead Home until she went into domestic service
in Harrow on 31 March 1894. On 27 April 1895 she was readmitted to the Home and
from subsequent correspondence it appears that she stole money from her employer.
There was a dispute lasting some months about the exact amount which was taken,
the employer claiming that it was a much greater sum than the girl would admit to.
Maria was sent out to another situation in Hemel Hempstead in May 1895 but she
became ill with a gastric ulcer later that year and returned to the Home. She was
treated at hospital and at a convalescent Home in Sussex. In March 1896 Maria
went to work on a local farm but left shortly afterwards because it was too rough. Her
next job was as a housemaid in Bayswater but she was again back in the Hemel
Hempstead Home in August 1896. The reason for her return is explained by a
newspaper clipping about her employer who had been sentenced to hard labour for
acts of gross indecency. A couple of years earlier he had been convicted of
indecently assaulting a young servant girl.

Transcript
1. Give the child's christian name and surname.
Annie
2. State the exact age, and give the date and place of birth.
13 Next May Born at Chatham 14th May 1874
3. Legitimate?
yes
4. If baptized, state place and date of baptism.
5. Parents living?
Father Living
6. If, however, either or both are dead, state of what disease they died, and give the date
of their death
Mother Died consumption 12 March / 84
7. If living, give their exact places of abode, and state how long they have resided there.
Father Living at 2 Mary Ann Cottages Back Lane Woolwich
since 14th Aug
8. Give the christian names and surnames of his parents (in full) and state their ages.
Father G 43 Next August
9. What was or is the nature of the father's occupation and the amount of his weekly
earnings? Give the name and address of his present or last employer.
At Present No occupation
Mr Williams Union Street, Chatham
10. What was or is the nature of the mother's occupation and the amount of her weekly
earnings? Give the name and address of her present or last employer. –
11. Have the parents or guardians ever received parish relief? If so, to what extent?
No
12. Give the names, addresses, ages, occupations and earnings (if any) of all the brothers
and sisters of the child
NAME, ADDRESS, AGE, OCCUPATION, WEEKLY EARNINGS
R. Wilmington St, Woolwich, 18 In service 4s
S. Mary Ann Cottages, Back Lane, 12 at school

13. At what address and with whom is the child now living?
Mary Ann Cottages, Back Lane, Woolwich,
Living with the father
14. Give in full the names, addresses, ages, occupations and earnings of each living
relative the child is known to possess either on the father's or mother's side such as
grandparents, uncles, aunts, &c.
DEGREE OF RELATIONSHIP, NAMES, ADDRESS, AGE, OCCUPATION,
WEEKLY EARNINGS
None
15. State whether any of the child's relatives are in your judgment in a position to
maintain the child, or to contribute in any degree to its support.
Relatives not known
16. Can any payment for the child be guaranteed from any source.
None
17. Has the child ever been convicted? Is so, state the nature of his offence and term of
imprisonment.
no
18. Has it ever attended day school? If so, where and for how long?
19. Ever attended Sunday School? Is so, where and for how long?
20. Has the child ever been in the workhouse? If so, for how long and where?
The Plumstead Workhouse five weeks
21. Has the child any affections of the limbs, joints, skin or eyes which may have the
affect of preventing him from entering domestic services?
22. Is the child subject to fits? or has ie ever had one? If so, state its nature. Is this child
subject to incontinence of urine?
23. Is the child at present affected with any infectious or contagious disease, or with
scrofula requiring medical treatment?
24. Has the child had scarlet fever, or whooping cough or measles, or small pox? If not
the latter, has it been vaccinated?
25. Is the child's general health good?
Copy of Medical Certificate attached - I hereby certify that I have this day
examined Annie & Maria & they are in a good state of health
Woolwich
Feb.23.87.
W. M.D.
26. Are the child's parents, grandparents or next of kin, willing to sign an agreement to
commit it wholly to the care of the Managers of the Home, to obey the rules in force, and
to permit the said child when fully trained to be sent to any situation in the United
Kingdom, which may be obtained for it by the Managers?
yes
I certify that the foregoing questions have been correctly replied to, to the best of my
belief.
Name S
Address The Rectory, Woolwich
Incumbent of Woolwich
Date 22 February 1889

The lawful mother of these children is dead. The father is an indigent and worthless man
cohabiting with a single woman. Two married women reside in the house whose
husbands are abroad and who are now living as prostitutes, receiving men in the house.
The children earn pence by waiting on them and running errands for them. There have
been prostitutes in the adjoining house and the children have been waiting on them. The
children are almost nude and are in a wretched condition. The women with whom the
father is cohabiting was confined last night. The whole family resides in one room.
signed (Revd) S.
The Rectory
Woolwich

Application Number 1829
Accepted number 941
Name A
Age - 13 Present Address Mary Ann Cottage Back Lane Woolwich
Legitimate? yes
Baptised? cant say
Mother alive? - no Father alive? - yes Sisters (how many?) - 2 Brothers (how many?) - 1 Medical Certificate? attached
Free or part payment
Decision of Committee 10 March 1884
Committed to Girls Home Hemel Hempstead
20/5/90.
Rev E.J. Gallop writes A. was baptized on 28/5/89.
12 August 1890
Transferred to Blandford Square, Marylebone
Gone to Dover with children from Marylebone Home
16 Sep 1890 went to Miss Lee 20 Blandford Square

Transcript
Examined & approved by Committee Oct 2nd 1888
John Constable

Boys Home Frome
Dietary

Sunday

Monday

Breakfast
Bread and Butter,
Dripping, Jam or
Treacle
Coffee or Cocoa
do
do

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

do
do
do

do
do
do

Friday

do

do

Saturday

do

do

No limit as to quantity
Subject to alteration for convenience

Dinner
Hot roast Beef,
Greens, Potatoes
& bread
Cold Beef,
potatoes or bread
& currant pudding
Soup & Bread
Irish Stew
Suet pudding with
treacle, jam or
sugar
Soup and bread or
fish and potatoes
Bread & Cheese
& pickles

Supper

Extras

Same as Breakfast
except milk &
water instead of
Coffee & Cocoa

Extra supper
allowed for
scrubbers, kitchen
boys etc.
In case of
sickness the diet
is served by
Doctor’s direction

Satisfactory

Joshua Parsons
Medical Officer

Quiz
ANNIE

Document 1 What was the name of the Workhouse that Annie
had stayed in? How long was she there?
Document 2 What did the boys at the Frome Home eat for dinner
on Wednesday?
Document 3 How often were the blankets and quilts washed at
the Dulwich Home?
Document 4 What did the girls at the Marylebone Home have to
do on Saturday mornings?
Document 5 What was the name of the Home which was holding
the Annual Pound Day?
Document 6

What was wrong with Olivia’s mother?

