Case File no: 26443. Arthur.
Born: 1914 (living in Islington at time of application)
Date of application: 1922
Age: 8 years

His father died in 1918 of wounds and heart disease. Arthur (aged 8) was influenced by some
boys "of dishonest tendencies" and with them he broke the windows of a factory and stole 5
boxes of soldiers. Various other misdemeanours were alleged but nothing serious. His mother
couldn't control him and it was thought best all round that he be removed from the area and
given a fresh start. He went to Cheshire but it was too far for his mother to visit (she was living
on a widow's pension) and so he was moved and spent most of his time at Knebworth
supported by the South Africa Fund for children whose fathers had been killed or died as a
result of the War. His mother kept in touch with him and he eventually returned to the family
home having started an apprenticeship as a cabinet maker. The family lived in Islington and
there is some information about the locality, the school Arthur attended and the family's
lodgings.

Transcript
ARTHUR
-----Application for the Admission of a child
1. Give the child's christian name and surname
Arthur
2. State the exact date and place of birth
15.4.1914 Shoreditch
B/C attached Birth certificate sent Dec 6 22. A.D.C.
3. Born in Wedlock? – (Yes or No)
yes
4. State exact date and place of baptism
St Andrew’s [‘Christ’ crossed through] Church, Hoxton
Canal Rd, Hoxton 29.5.1914
5. Parents living?
Mother only Father deceased
6. If, however, either or both are dead, state nature of disease and give date of death
Mother -Father Died of wounds 22.11.1918
7. If living, give their exact places of abode, and state how long they have resided
there and what rent is paid
Mother: Pickering Street, Islington
Over five years Rent 7/5
Father: Deceased
8. Give the christian names and surnames of his parents (in full) and state their ages.
Mother: Ada Matilda formerly (maiden name)
Age 35
Father: Arthur
Age 36 in 1918
9. What was or is the nature of the father's occupation and the amount of his weekly
earnings? Give the name and address of his present or last employer.
Chairmaker, £3 per week
Mr Vaughan
Hoxton Street for about 6 weeks after discharge
10. What was or is the nature of the mother's occupation and the amount of her
weekly earnings? Give the name and address of her present or last employer.
Nil.
11. Have the parents or guardians ever received parish relief? If so, to what extent?
Parish Relief in 1919 whilst waiting decision on application for Pension
28/- per week for about eight months
12. Give the names, addresses, ages, occupations and earnings (if any) of all his
brothers and sisters
NAME, ADDRESS, AGE, OCCUPATION, WEEKLY EARNINGS
Charles William, Pickering St, 14, Cabinet Making, out of work
Lilian May
“
“ 10 School
Alice Jane
“
“ 6
“
13. At what address and with whom is the child now living?
With Mother
Pickering Street. N1

14. Give in full the names, addresses, ages, occupations and earnings of each living
relative the child is known to possess either on the father's or mother's side such as
grandparents, uncles, aunts, &c.
DEGREE OF RELATIONSHIP, NAMES, ADDRESS, AGE,
OCCUPATION, WEEKLY EARNINGS
Grandfather James, Harman Street, Hoxton, 67, Cabinet Maker, Unknown
Grandmother Rebecah, “
“
“
“ 64, Nil
Uncle
Thomas, Prescott Place, Clapham, 42, Taxi Driver,
“
Uncle
William, Minton Street, Hoxton, 38, Cabinet Maker “
Aunt
Mrs C., Ivy Lane, Hoxton, 44,
“
Aunt
Florence, Harman Street, 20, French Polisher
“
Aunt
Minnie, Harman Street, 18, Machinist
“
Uncle
Edward, Unknown, Uncle
George, Hemming St., Hoxton
Aunt
Mrs A. “
“
15. State whether any of the child's relatives are in your judgment in a position to
maintain the child, or to contribute in any degree to its support:
Nil.
16. Can any payment for the child be guaranteed from any source?
6/- Pension
Mrs – [Mother]
Pickering Street, N1
17. Give name and address of person who will receive the child, if it is found
necessary to discharge him or her from the Home
Mrs – [Mother]
Pickering Street, N1
18. Has the child ever been convicted? Has his or her character been affected in any
way by exceptional knowledge of evil?
No
His character has been affected by association with boys of dishonest
tendencies but not otherwise
19. Ever attended day school? If so, where and for how long and in what Standard?
Yes – Popham Road School, Islington
3 years Standard 0
20. Ever attended Sunday School? Is so, where and for how long?
Yes
2 years. Brittania Row Sunday School
21. Ever been in the workhouse? If so, for how long and where?
No
22. I Ada Matilda of Pickering Street, parent of Arthur do hereby commit him wholly
to the care of the Society, and promise to obey the rules in force, to permit the said
child to be bought up in the Faith of the Church of England, and when fully trained to
be sent to any situation in the United Kingdom, which may be obtained for him by the
Committee.
Signature: Ada M.
Date:
25.10.1922

A full and particular account of the child, its parents, family, etc
A very decent respectable family as far as is known by the Pensions Cttee
[Committee] & spoken well of in the district. Mother is very distressed about her boy
who has come under bad influence and taken to pilfering in the street, he has never
taken anything at home & she has no trouble at all with her other children.
Two boys & Arthur broke windows of a factory on Sunday evening about 6 weeks
ago & took 5 boxes of soldiers, Mother reported it to the police, he has also been seen
taking bread from a barrow but no proof of this has been produced.
Pension will be paid direct to you by the Ministry of Pensions, Acton.
Miss C.M. Webster
Islington War Pensions, Fowler Rd, N1.

Transcript
Examined & approved by Committee Oct 2nd 1888
John Constable

Boys Home Frome
Dietary

Sunday

Monday

Breakfast
Bread and Butter,
Dripping, Jam or
Treacle
Coffee or Cocoa
do
do

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

do
do
do

do
do
do

Friday

do

do

Saturday

do

do

No limit as to quantity
Subject to alteration for convenience

Dinner
Hot roast Beef,
Greens, Potatoes
& bread
Cold Beef,
potatoes or bread
& currant pudding
Soup & Bread
Irish Stew
Suet pudding with
treacle, jam or
sugar
Soup and bread or
fish and potatoes
Bread & Cheese
& pickles

Supper

Extras

Same as Breakfast
except milk &
water instead of
Coffee & Cocoa

Extra supper
allowed for
scrubbers, kitchen
boys etc.
In case of
sickness the diet
is served by
Doctor’s direction

Satisfactory

Joshua Parsons
Medical Officer

Quiz
ARTHUR

Document 1 What was the name of the school that Arthur
attended and how long had he been there?
Document 2 What did the boys at the Frome Home eat for dinner
on Wednesday?
Document 3 How often were the blankets and quilts washed at
the Dulwich Home?
Document 4 What did the girls at the Marylebone Home have to
do on Saturday mornings?
Document 5 What was the name of the Home which was holding
the Annual Pound Day?
Document 6

What was wrong with Olivia’s mother?

