Case File no: 4356. John W.
Born: 1886 (living in Camberwell at time of application)
Date of application: 1894
Age: 8 years

John’s father died in May 1894 of paralysis which was believed to have been a result of jumping
into the canal the previous winter to save a drowning child. His mother was left with 5 small
children and was too poor to look after all of them without some help. She did some washing to
earn money but did not receive much. She had been ill for a while and as she could not work
until she recovered she was reliant on poor relief. There was no welfare state as we know it
today. John’s uncles and aunts were keen to help as much as possible but they were also poor
with their own families to support. One of his uncles hoped to give some assistance to John’s
mother and any children who remained in her care once the result of the application to the
Waifs and Strays Society was known. It was hoped that the Society would be able to look after
John and his younger brother, Edward.
The Society agreed to look after John and he went to live with foster parents at Great
Waldingfield, Suffolk. He remained there until October 1900 when he was transferred to the
“House-Boy Brigade, Kensington.” The aim of this institution was to train poor boys for
domestic service. While in the home they were sent out to assist the servants of private families
in the neighbourhood, at a charge per hour.

Transcript
1. Give the child's christian name and surname.
John W.
2. State the exact age, and give the date and place of birth.
8 yrs 1 month June 20 1886 Neate Street, Camberwell S.E.
3. Legitimate?
Yes
4. If baptized, state place and date of baptism.
St Mark’s, Coburg Rd., Camberwell shortly after birth
5. Parents living?
Mother
6. If, however, either or both are dead, state of what disease they died, and give the date
of their death
Mother -Father died in May 1894 of Paralysis brought on by going into the Canal in winter
to save a child’s life
7. If living, give their exact places of abode, and state how long they have resided there.
Mother Harling St, Camberwell – 4 months, but been in parish 17 years
Father -8. Give the christian names and surnames of his parents (in full) and state their ages.
Mother Ellen Elizabeth W. 29
Father deceased (James)
9. What was or is the nature of the father's occupation and the amount of his weekly
earnings? Give the name and address of his present or last employer.
Skin-dresser – under 30/- [shillings] per week
Mr Nugent, Golden St, Neate St, Camberwell S.E.
10. What was or is the nature of the mother's occupation and the amount of her weekly
earnings? Give the name and address of her present or last employer. –
Washing – used to earn 5/- per week – but lately has been ill & is only about to
begin work again. No particular employer
11. Have the parents or guardians ever received parish relief? If so, to what extent?
Widowed mother now receives 4/6 [four shillings and sixpence] or 4/9 in kind
12. Give the names, addresses, ages, occupations and earnings (if any) of all the brothers
and sisters of the child
NAME, ADDRESS, AGE, OCCUPATION, WEEKLY EARNINGS
James Henry Harling St, Camberwell 9
Ellen Eliza.
“
“
“
“ 6
Lily
“
“
“
“ 3
Edward
“
“
“
“ 4 ½ also applying for admission to
Waifs & Strays

13. At what address and with whom is the child now living? --14. Give in full the names, addresses, ages, occupations and earnings of each living
relative the child is known to possess either on the father's or mother's side such as
grandparents, uncles, aunts, &c.
DEGREE OF RELATIONSHIP, NAMES, ADDRESS, AGE, OCCUPATION,
WEEKLY EARNINGS
Step-uncle (on Mother’s side) Henry T. Spa Road, Bermondsey 26 Works for
the Vestry abt 27/Uncle on father’s side John W. 4 children Wells St, Camberwell 271/2 Coffee
house manager 30/D[itt]o Edward W. 1 child Harling St, Camberwell 26 Works at a Whitening
Factory abt 22/D[itt]o Harry W. 4 children Albany Row, Neate St, Camberwell 31 Carman
24/15. State whether any of the child's relatives are in your judgment in a position to
maintain the child, or to contribute in any degree to its support.
No
16. Can any payment for the child be guaranteed from any source.
No
17. Has the child ever been convicted? Is so, state the nature of his offence and term of
imprisonment.
No
18. Has it ever attended day school? If so, where and for how long?
Board School – Scarsdale Rd, Camberwell – 1st Standard
19. Ever attended Sunday School? Is so, where and for how long?
Trinity College Mission (Church of Eng) 2 or 3 years
20. Has the child ever been in the workhouse? If so, for how long and where?
No
21. Has the child any affections of the limbs, joints, skin or eyes which may have the
affect of preventing him from entering domestic service?
No
22. Is the child subject to fits? or has ie ever had one? If so, state its nature. Is this child
subject to incontinence of urine?
No
23. Is the child at present affected with any infectious or contagious disease, or with
scrofula requiring medical treatment?
No
24. Has the child had scarlet fever, or whooping cough or measles, or small pox? If not
the latter, has it been vaccinated?
Never had scarlet fever or whooping cough
Has had measles & been vaccinated
25. Is the child's general health good, and has it average mental capacity?
Yes [signature of doctor]
26. Are the child's parents, grandparents or next of kin, willing to sign an agreement to
commit it wholly to the care of the Society, to obey the rules in force, and to permit the
said child when fully trained to be sent to any situation in the United Kingdom, which
may be obtained for it by the Commitee?
Yes

I certify that the foregoing questions have been replied to by Mrs W. (& Mr John W). who
is known to me as a responsible person.
Name Reginald H. Grubbe
Address 131 Camberwell Rd S.E.The Rectory, Woolwich
Curate of St George’s Camberwell In charge of Trinity College (Camb.) Mission
Date July 10 1894

Mrs W. of Harling St has only been known to me a few months but her children have
come regularly to my Sunday School since they were old enough to come - & for some
months when I held a Saturday School they came regularly. The Rev. J.T. Bowe, my
colleague in the Trinity College Mission speaks highly of her. He is in Canada now but
will be home at end of July. Sister Katherine of 11 Addington Square, Camberwell also
speaks well for her.
Mr James W. who died was better known to my colleague Rev. J.T. Bowe than myself –
but I believe he was a sober & hardworking man.
Mr John W. his surviving brother is well known to me & I can speak without hesitation of
his good character and steadiness. He is a hard working man with four children of his
own, who however hopes to give some assistance towards support of the widow & those
3 children (or 4) who may remain at home with her. Hence he cannot offer any help
towards support of applicants.
I have had occasion to visit Mrs W. frequently of late & have been pleased with her
patience under great difficulties & her affection for her children & yet her strong
determination to do what was best for them.
James W., the father of applicant jumped into the Canal last Winter to save a person
from drowning. This is thought to have brought on a sort of Paralysis from which he died
in May.
Mrs W. is certainly unable to support 5 small children – but her brother-in-law John W.
promises some help, & the Parish, we believe will provide a very little out-door relief, &
she hopes to earn a little by washing.

signed (Rev) Reginald H Grubbe.
Trinity College (Camb) Mission
Camberwell S.E.

Transcript
Examined & approved by Committee Oct 2nd 1888
John Constable

Boys Home Frome
Dietary

Sunday

Monday

Breakfast
Bread and Butter,
Dripping, Jam or
Treacle
Coffee or Cocoa
do
do

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

do
do
do

do
do
do

Friday

do

do

Saturday

do

do

No limit as to quantity
Subject to alteration for convenience

Dinner
Hot roast Beef,
Greens, Potatoes
& bread
Cold Beef,
potatoes or bread
& currant pudding
Soup & Bread
Irish Stew
Suet pudding with
treacle, jam or
sugar
Soup and bread or
fish and potatoes
Bread & Cheese
& pickles

Supper

Extras

Same as Breakfast
except milk &
water instead of
Coffee & Cocoa

Extra supper
allowed for
scrubbers, kitchen
boys etc.
In case of
sickness the diet
is served by
Doctor’s direction

Satisfactory

Joshua Parsons
Medical Officer

Quiz
JOHN W

Document 1 What job did John’s father do before his death and
how much did he earn each week?
Document 2 What did the boys at the Frome Home eat for dinner
on Wednesday?
Document 3 How often were the blankets and quilts washed at
the Dulwich Home?
Document 4 What did the girls at the Marylebone Home have to
do on Saturday mornings?
Document 5 What was the name of the Home which was holding
the Annual Pound Day?
Document 6

What was wrong with Olivia’s mother?

