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Case 2. John S. 
Born 1870  (family living in Brixton at date of application) 
Date of application: 1882 
Age: 11 years 
 
John was the first boy to be in the care of the Society. He was partially disabled due 
to a fall on ice and neglect by his parents. At one point, when he was about 10, he 
worked as a crossing sweeper on Clapham Common in South London. A district 
visitor found J. in a poor state of health and had him removed from his home to an 
Orthopaedic Hospital. He spent time in a number of convalescent homes both before 
and after he was taken into the Waifs and Strays' Society's care. He lived at the 
Clapton Boys Home in London for a number of years. He became a reader in a print 
firm, got married and had a daughter. He also became a grandfather to two boys and 
a girl. In 1907 an article about John was published in the Society's Our Waifs and 
Strays magazine. In the 1920s he wrote poems under the pseudonym "A Waif". John 
died of tuberculosis in March 1930. 
 
 

http://www.hiddenlives.org.uk/






Church of England Central Home for Waifs and 
Strays. 
President 

THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. 
Boys' Receiving House 

1 Frederick Villas 

Aveley Road 

Upper Clapton E. 

Dear 

In reply to your application for the admission of a Boy into the 

above name HOME, I beg to send you a list of questions on page 

3 of this form, to which you will please annex the fullest possible 

replies. When the form is returned, the case will be carefully 

considered, and a decision sent to you without delay. 

Before filling up the paper kindly note the following instructions. 

(First) Obtain, if possible, all the information required from the 

most reliable sources. Do not rest satisfied merely with the 

relatives' statement as to their pecuniary position, but if possible 

institute independent inquiry from employers, neighbours, or 

others. 

(Second) Write the answers clearly and distinctly, never 

permitting the relatives of the child to write on the Paper, but 

having obtained the necessary particulars from them or others, fill 

the same in yourself carefully. 

(Third) In addition to the questions which are appended, will you 

kindly give on page 2 as complete a history of the boy and his 

parents as you are able to obtain, stating (1) your reasons for 

desiring his admission into the HOME, (2) the nature and extent of 

your acquaintance with him and his family, and (3) all other 

particulars which, although not specified in the accompanying 

questions, may be useful in arriving at a decision. 

It should be distinctly understood that in the event of the child be 

admitted to the HOME his parents, next of kin, or legal guardians, 

will have to sign a legal form, surrendering him entirely to the 

care of the Director or Managers of the HOME, and pledging 

 



themselves under a money penalty, recoverable in a court of law, 

not to remove or otherwise interfere with him until the full term 

for which he is entered shall have expired. 

For the sake of the boy on whose behalf application is made, and 

for the protection of the Committee, it is most important that no 

information should be withheld concerning the child's past history 

or that is likely to affect his future. 

I am, 

Yours faithfully, 

E. de M. RUDOLF, 

Hon. Secretary. 
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As a District Visitor in S. Philip's Parish Battersea I have known J. 

for more than eight years. His parents have always been two of the 

most wretched and degraded people in the neighbourhood & they 

seldom remain in one house for more than a few months. They 

have a large family none of whom have ever been Baptized with the 

exception of the little deformed boy whom I am most anxious to 

find a home for. When this poor child was about seven years old he 

fell down on the ice, which injured him severely, he also was 

fearfully burnt & from great neglect afterwards he has never fully 

recovered from these two accidents. He received relief from some 

hospital and proper supports & instruments were provided for him. 

But on his return to his wretched home his mother pawned these 

things & then went round the neighbourhood to beg money for a 

“cripple boy at home”, the child when strong enough then swept a 

crossing on Clapham Common but his health gradually got worse 

and about a year ago, he was found by one of the S. Philip's District 

Visitors in such a fearful state of neglect and want that with great 

difficulty he was taken when in a most critical condition into the 

Orthopaedic Hospital. Meanwhile the sisters at S. Michael's 

Shoreditch hearing of the case promised as soon as their new 
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Hospital for sick & destitute incurable children was built to take him 

for Life "free" if he was crippled enough for their incurable home. 

Their home was not ready till last November and the May previously 

he was fit to come out of the Orthopaedic Hospital where they had 

kept him for three months hearing the sad circumstances of his 

home. Several ladies feeling that the child would be ruined if he was 

allowed to go back to his parents kindly provided him with the 

means to keep him at various Convalescent Homes from May to 

Dec[em]ber 1st & he was on the latter date received at S. Michael's 

Shoreditch for a month on trial to see if his was a suitable case for 

the Home & he is now there. I am sorry to say that the Superior of 

S. Michael's tells me she fears that they cannot keep him much 

longer, for the Doctor says that from the proper care, good food 

and treatment he has had during the last year he is so far 

recovered that he is not according to their rules perfectly disabled & 

incurable & that with proper care & food, there is little doubt of his 

growing up to learn a light trade. They are very fond of the child & 

are willing to keep him for a time so that he may go from them to 

another Home. He is now able to run about but a year ago he was 

compelled to lie on his back & was considered by several doctors in 

a very precarious condition, he is naturally a very good, quiet, little 

boy & where-ever he has been he was evidently a great favourite. 

He is decidedly ignorant & can read & write very little. 

S. 

S. Paul's Close Clapham 

 

1. Give the boy's christian name and surname  

J.  

2. State his exact age, and give the date and place of his birth  

He is now 11 years old. His birthday is Sept 6th  Arlington St. Brixton  

3. Is he legitimate?  



Yes  

4. Are his parents living?  

Yes  

5. If, however, either or both are dead, state of what disease they died and give 
the date of their death  
6. If living, give their exact places of abode, and state how long they have 
resided there  

Mother - Sussex Street  Cornwall Road  Brixton - They have lived there a 
little over a month  
Father - "" 

7. Give the christian names and surnames of his parents (in full)  

Mother - E.  
Father - J.  

8. What was or is the nature of the father's occupation and the amount of his 
weekly earnings? Give the name and address of his present or last employer.  

Labourer. (Ground work) His last employer was a Builder, Mr. H. of 
Lavender Hill S.W. When in regular work he can earn about 6d an hour.  
 
9. What was or is the nature of the mother's occupation and the amount of 
her weekly earnings? Give the name and address of her present or last 
employer.  
Not any  

10. Have his parents or guardians ever received parish relief? If so, to what 
extent?  

The Parish Doctor has many years ago attended the family & a little 
outdoor relief given 11 years ago when husband ill  

11. Give the names, addresses, ages, occupations and earnings (if any) of all his 
brothers and sisters  

NAME, ADDRESS, AGE, OCCUPATION, WEEKLY EARNINGS  
A. now – (married name)   In New Zealand,   28,   Not known  
W  . married (Half brother of J. - with a wife & child to support)    
Rashleigh St. Wandsworth Rd.   26   Labourer   about 22 s/0 
S.   Sussex St. Brixton   15   2/6  
J.   ""               “”        ..14…Crossing Sweeper   ? 
J… S. Michael's Home, Mark St. Finsbury… 11… None  
G…Sussex Street, Brixton…9… None  

12. At what address and with whom is the boy now living?  



He is now under the care of The Mother Superior at S. Michael's Home for 
sick and incurable children Mark St. S. Paul's. Finsbury  

13. Give in full the names, addresses, ages, occupations and earnings each living 
relative the child is known to possess either on the father's or mother's side such 
as grandparents, uncles, aunts, &c.  

DEGREE OF RELATIONSHIP, NAME, ADDRESS, AGE, OCCUPATION, 
WEEKLY EARNINGS  
Aunt on Mother’s side    H. (married)    George's Row,   [Lighterman]  
Grandmother on Mother's side living   L.    Lunatic Asylum at Wandsworth, 
age 72  
The father has several brothers & sisters they are all married & have 
families of their own & are poor people - addresses not known by Mrs S.  

14. State whether any of his relatives are in your judgment in a position to 
maintain him, or to contribute in any degree to his support  

Certainly not.  

15. Has he ever been convicted? Is so, state the nature of his offence and term of 
imprisonment  

No.  

16. Has he ever attended day school? If so, where and for how long?  

He once attended Heath Rd, Clapham Day School when four years old.- 
About a year he attended there 

17. Has he ever attended Sunday School? If so, where and for how long?  

S. Philip's Infants Sunday School. Battersea for a few Sundays  

18. Has he ever been in the workhouse? If so, for how long and where?  

No  

19. Has he any affections of the limbs, joints, skin or eyes which may have the 
affect of preventing him from entering domestic services?  

He is humped backed from Curvature of the spine but his limbs are not 
affected  

20. Is he subject to fits or has he ever had one? If so, state its nature. Is this 
child subject to incontinence of urine?  

No.  



21. Is he at present affected with any infectious or contagious disease, or with 
scrofula requiring medical treatment?  

No.  

22. Has he had scarlet fever, or whooping cough, or measles, or small pox? If not 
the latter, has he been vaccinated?  

He has had Scarlet Fever, & Measles. Not Whooping Cough or Small Pox. 
He has been vaccinated  

23. Is his general health good?  

His health is now fairly good & with proper food & care is likely to continue 
so.  

24. Are his parents, grandparents or next of kin, willing to sign an agreement to 
commit the boy wholly to the care of the managers of the Home, to obey the 
rules in force and to permit the said boy when fully trained to be sent to any 
situation in the United Kingdom, which may be obtained for him by the 
Managers?  

Yes.  

I certify that the foregoing questions have been correctly replied to.  

Name - S.  
Address - S. Paul's Close Clapham  
Date - Feb 1882 

14 Feb. 82   Accepted subject to the parents signing an agreement 

for the surrender of the child, & to legal advice being taken as to 

making them contribute towards his maintenance. To be recd. into 

the Clapton Home 

14 March 82   To be sent temporarily to Rev. R. J. Elliott's 

Convalescent Home at Southend 

19 October 82   Returned from Southend & boarded out under the 

direction of Miss S. at Balham S.W. 

7th May 1883   Sent to Cripples Home Kensington 

Miss Maitland 

Please note & return 



Edith R.   16.7.83 

Noted EKM   18.7.83 

21 January 1884 

Removed from Cripples Home Kensington to Boys Receiving House 

Upper Clapton 

 











Transcript 
 
 
Boys Home Frome                                     Examined & approved by Committee  Oct 2nd 1888 
                                                                    John Constable 
Dietary  
 
 
 Breakfast Dinner Supper Extras 
Sunday Bread and Butter, 

Dripping, Jam or 
Treacle 
Coffee or Cocoa 

Hot roast Beef, 
Greens, Potatoes 
& bread 

Monday do            do  Cold Beef, 
potatoes or bread 
& currant pudding 

Tuesday do            do Soup & Bread 
Wednesday do            do Irish Stew 
Thursday do            do  Suet pudding with 

treacle, jam or 
sugar 

Friday do            do Soup and bread or 
fish and potatoes 

Saturday do            do Bread & Cheese 
& pickles 

          
Same as Breakfast 
except milk & 
water instead of 
Coffee & Cocoa 

                

                            
Extra supper 
allowed for 
scrubbers, kitchen 
boys etc. 
 
In case of 
sickness the diet 
is served by 
Doctor’s direction   

     
 
No limit as to quantity                                                                   Satisfactory               Joshua Parsons 
Subject to alteration for convenience                                                                                 Medical Officer                                    

















Quiz 
 
JOHN S 
 
 
Document 1    What did John’s mother do when he came home 
from the hospital?   
 
Document 2    What did the boys at the Frome Home eat for dinner 
on Wednesday? 
 
Document 3    How often were the blankets and quilts washed at 
the Dulwich Home? 
 
Document 4    What did the girls at the Marylebone Home have to 
do on Saturday mornings? 
 
Document 5    What was the name of the Home which was holding 
the Annual Pound Day? 
 
Document 6    What was wrong with Olivia’s mother? 
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